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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ.
Kolozsv6r/Klausenburs 0 1 .02.2018.

At the beginning of 2018, please receive our most cordial greetings in the name of our'
common Lord and Saviour .lesus Christ! We are glateful for the unirnaginable spiritual
communion o1- our churches experienced last year when tl-re great Refbrmed Family was
all togetl-rer in thoughts and prayers during the numerous heartwarming celebration cvcuts
of half a millerrnium of Reformation.

' l 'he 
lact that, lbr the past 500 years, we could have church services held in our native

tongLrcs is one o1'the greatest achievements of the Refbnnation. Sadly, Europe as a whole
does not lbllow this good example. Use ol'the r.nother tongue is sti l l  not a giverr in all
areas o1'l i l 'e lbr all the rrinority communities in Europe. lt is sti l l  not guaranteed in all ol '
Liurope in cdr"rcation, healthoare, media, adn-rinistration and the justice system. The
situation is even worse in Eastern Europe, where we can witness discrimination on any
given day, w'her:e minority rights are far too often infringed upon. 'fhe 

concept of
lelbt'ttration in this predicarncnt is as valid as ever, crucial to the mindset that must
govem thc process o1'eurending laymen larvs.

ln this regard we would l ihe to appeal again lbr your generous solidarity plovou by y'ou irr
so nliil-ry occasions in tl-re hard times of ourr lil-e.

Please consider and support this init iat ive, which is very irnportant for the l-Iungalian
comntunity in 

' fransylvania. 
The so called Minority SafePack European Cit izen's

Init iat ive is the hope of over 50 mil l ion European cit izens belonging to a national
ntinority ot '  language group, It  is the only way to a Er-rropean level protection of minority
rights Jbr cotlrnunit ies discriminated against in their own homelands, communit ies that
cannot exercise their r ights.

'fhe 
Minority Saf-el'acl< lJulopean Citizen's Initiative was launched by the Federal Unior-r

ol Er;ropean Nationali t ies. the largest urr-rbrel la organisation for autochthonous minorit ies
on the contincnt. [ ;ol slrcccss of- t l i is endeavour. t i l l  the 2"d of Apri l  2018, the petit ion
needs to bc signed b1, at least one rni l l ion European Cit izens. fhis way the l. iurropean



Ulion will be constrained to care about adopting measures for the prQtection of

minorities. More information about the initiative is available on the w"w$-,m-i"Lro-r!1y;

safepack.eu website, in several languages. The petition campaign can also be signed

online, on this website.

We believe the preservation ofl minority and regional languages, of the $ulture and

identity of these communities is a comlnon value we share. 
'I 

hus, we hum$ly ask our

partlei congregations to protecit and support the parishes of minority com$unities by

iigning the petition and encouraging other members to sign it as well, so that every

church member can experience f-aith in their own language, whatever the regi$n God has

intended them to l ive rn.

We hgmbly turn to all our Christian Sisters and Brothers, asking them to tholuu kind.ness

a1,d col"rpeission toward their l l ransylvarrian f 'el low Chlist ians, by signing tfre petit ion

https://ec.curopa.euicit izens-injt iat ive/32lpublic/#/ ,  in order that our molhct '  tonguc

t""y b. L-pt rl*. ioi a long time to corre, so that our schools, our churcfes and our

comrnunities, through God's grace, may persist.

'fhe grace of our Lord .lesus Christ, tlie
Spir i t  be u, i th us al l !

Yours s incerely in Chr ist .

/Qrr
Bela Kat6,
Bishop

love of God and the communion df the Holy
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J6n$s Fekete,
First Elder


